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Editorial 

200th birth anniversary of Mother M. Theresia Scherer! How do you 
celebrate such a birthday? Well, over a year ago, programmes and notices 
about special days were already available. But they were still just a few 
letters. Today we know much more! The celebrations lasted not for just one 
day, but for a whole year, with new highlights constantly emerging! The 
celebrations took place not only on the convent hill in Ingenbohl, but 
everywhere where sisters continue to live in the spirit of Mother M. Theresia, 
as well as in parishes and groups. Celebrations on a small and large scale, 
contemplative and joyful, all had the same goal:  
Gratefully remembering Mother M. Theresia, a great woman of faith, hope 
and love, who showed us how to be connected to God and be open to 
people each day. 

We have decided to include short contributions from around the world in 
Theodosia, as a splash of colour for our anniversary year. We are aware 
that most things will remain alive in our hearts, in our experiences and 
memories. There will be more detailed reports from the Mother House, 
which has probably never been in such a festive mood for a whole year. 

"What is past will never return; 
but if it has left a glowing trail, 
it will continue to shine for a long time!” 
Karl August Förster (1784 - 1841) 

The Theodosia also covers other topics. Due to the extensive content, some 
topics will be included in the next issue. We let ourselves be led into the 
anniversaries in Hegne and Taiwan, to a “holy place” in Gemünden, into the 
life of a “witness of our time,” a missionary in south India, into information 
from the General Leadership about international conferences in Ingenbohl, 
about appointments and dates for upcoming general visitations. 

As we give thanks to God for Mother M. Theresia and express our gratitude 
to her for being such a role model, we also extend our thanks through 
Theodosia to all those within and outside the community who have devoted 
themselves wholeheartedly to making this anniversary year so colourful, 
dignified and memorable. 

Sister Christiane Jungo 
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Worldwide Celebrations 

200th birth anniversary of Mother M. Theresia Scherer  

 
The contributions from all over the world together form a large bouquet of joy and gratitude. 

We present it to Mother M. Theresia and say: “It continues to blossom after you.”’ We are 

grateful to you.For the sake of convenience, the contributions are arranged in the usual order 

of provinces and vicariates. 

Festivals and celebrations in the 

Province Switzerland 

The convent hill has always been a 

meeting place for everyone who 

lives, works, goes to school, attends 

church services, spends time in 

quiet contemplation before God or 

stops at the Hügle Cafe, but this 

year the diversity and intensity has 

increased. It has been an eventful 

and touching year. 

The pilgrimage and real 

celebrations were marked by 

festive music from various choirs 

and ensembles, words of thanks and 

appreciation for Mother M. Theresia  

 

Sisters from whole Europe 

from various preachers, and pilgrims 

of hope from near and far. The 

celebrations on 31 October, her 

actual birthday, with Bishop Joseph 

Maria Bonnemain and many sisters 

from European provinces, on 29 

October, the day of her beatification, 

and on 31 August, the feast of the 

Congregation in all languages with a 

livestream around the world, are 

truly unforgettable. The services 

were always open to the public, but 

were given their own special 

highlights by the presence of various 

groups, such as sisters from our 

worldwide community, sisters and 

brothers from many orders in  

 

Holy Mass with Bishop Joseph Maria 
Bonnemain 
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Switzerland, faithful from the 

parishes of Ingenbohl and Meggen, 

employees of the convent, former 

sisters and members of the convent 

circle. September 14, the Feast of 

the Exaltation of the Cross, was 

particularly touching, with over 60 

Menzingen sisters present! 

We also want not to forget the many 

who, day after day, alone or in small 

groups, spent time in silence in the 

crypt! 

Two projects 

While the celebrations attracted 

many people, two projects also met 

with great interest. Both were 

realised in collaboration with the 

municipality of Ingenbohl: 

The convent route on the hill, which 

recalls important events in the 

history of our institute at nine 

stations along a circular route, is 

also intended as an extension of the  

 

Meeting at an aperitif 

existing cultural route in the 

municipality of Ingenbohl.  

An art exhibition featuring works by 

12 renowned artists impressively 

demonstrated how people are 

creatively dealing with our times of 

upheaval and uncertainty and 

inspiring reflection. The exhibition 

and the works were united by the 

powerful theme: ‘Defying fragility’. 

A day in Meggen 

On 30 October, responsible 

members of the Meggen parish 

prepared a memorable day for over 

60 sisters from various European 

provinces. We were guided through 

the day with great warmth and 

attention. 

The day began with Holy Mass in St. 

Mary Magdalene's Church, where 

Mother M. Theresia was baptised. 

Veneranda Qerimi, head of the 

pastoral team, welcomed us with the 

following words: 

"Dear sisters, welcome to Meggen, 

the place where the roots of your 

history lie. It was here that God 

called a person to make the world a 

little different, more humane, more 

just and more open to the poor and 

disadvantaged. The birth 

anniversary we are celebrating 

today is a reason to be  deeply
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Maria Theresia-fountain in Meggen 

grateful: grateful for the gift of Maria 

Theresia Scherer's life. God needs 

people to change the world, just as 

he needed Maria Theresia at that 

time. God also needs us today so 

that he can be felt, seen and present 

in our world. We thank God for this 

and pray for his blessing and his 

guidance for your community, for 

your work and your endeavours. 

The presence of the pastor and his 

staff, many worshippers, the 

organist, and the multilingual 

songbook showed us how much 

Meggen had prepared for us. Father 

Thomas Zimmermann began his 

sermon with a poem by Otto 

Heigold, which describes a prophet 

in extraordinary images. Finding 

these words fitting for Mother M. 

Theresia, he had them recited by 

religion teacher Clivia Vogel as 

follows: 

‘The wind blows in her direction. 

On her face 

is a star. 
She travels through time, 
illuminates the nights, 
calls out to people, 
shows them the way, 
takes them with her.’ 

A short bus drive took us to the place 

where Mother M. Theresia's parents' 

house was once situated. As it had 

to make way for a new development, 

the Maria Theresia fountain now 

stands on this spot. The caretaker 

had cleaned it up for the day and 

lovingly decorated it with flowers.  

Another surprise awaited us down 

by the lake: we were allowed to 

enter the house where Katharina 

had lived with her two unmarried 

uncles after her father's death, 

where she had spent so many happy 

hours with music and dancing. Until 

now, this house could only be 

viewed from the outside! 

In the meantime, busy hands had 
set and decorated the tables in the 
parish hall. It was touching to be 
served by children aged around 
eleven – and so skilfully too. Three 
slightly older girls presented 
episodes from the life of Mother M. 
Theresia. As they took off their caps 
in one scene and said, ‘We salute 
you, Mother M. Theresia,’ so also we 
salute all those who gave us such an 
unforgettable day in Meggen.
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The event concluded with a 

multilingual vespers service in the 

parish church of St. Pius. Mother M. 

Theresia would certainly have been 

proud of her Meggen community. 

Sr. Christiane Jungo                                                                                                                                                                                                          

b) Province Croatia  

The 200th birth anniversary of 

Blessed Mother M. Theresia 

Scherer was inaugurated on 16 

November 2024 at the Provincial 

House in Đakovo under the theme: 

‘Blessed Mother M. Theresia – 

Pilgrim of Hope’. 

In Đakovo, a pilgrim day is held on 

the 16th of every month. On this day, 

the jubilee candle decorated with 

three crosses is lit, and pilgrims are 

given relic cards.  

The main celebration of the jubilee  

for our province took place on the 

feast of Blessed Mother M. 

Theresia, 16 June 2025. The solemn 

Mass in the convent church of the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus in Đakovo 

was presided over by Arch Bishop 

Mons. Dr. Đuro Hranić. 

The open house at the Mother 

Theresia Home from 27 to 31 

October 2025 gave individuals and 

groups of young people and children 

the opportunity to visit the first 

provincial house of the Sisters of 

Mercy of the Holy Cross in Đakovo. 

Mother M. Theresia stayed there 

during her four visits to the sisters of 

the Croatian province. Visitors had 

the opportunity to watch a video and 

view an exhibition about the life and 

work of Blessed Mother M. Theresia 

and to pray in the house chapel. 

Sr. Dragica Ivkić 
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c) Province Czech Republic 

In our province, we were able to 

experience the jubilee year of 

Mother M. Theresia both internally 

and externally. Thanks to the 

Province Slovakia, we received a 

complete Slovak translation of 

Mother M. Theresia's letters, which 

was made available to our 

communities.  

Throughout the year, we were also 

accompanied by the reflections of 

Sr. Marie-Marthe Schönenberger, 

which we used for our renewal 

chapters. For the general public, a 

serial based on the book written by 

Sr. Gertrud Huber, ‘Maria Theresia 

Scherer: A Mother in difficult times’ 

appeared on our website. 

In our provincial house, we 

celebrated Mother M. Theresia's 

jubilee together with the parish 

community at Holy Mass on Sunday,  

 

26 October. There were small gifts 

for those attending the service: a 

pen, a commemorative picture with 

a short biography of Mother M. 

Theresia, and homemade biscuits.  

We thanked God together for the gift 

of Mother M. Theresia's life: for her 

courage in facing the challenges of 

her time and for her determination to 

continue and develop the work that 

Fr. Theodosius had begun. 

Sr. Daniela Švecova  

d) Province Slovakia  

During the anniversary celebrations 

in our province, we held regional 

days: meetings of the sisters with 

Holy Mass, adoration, Lectio Divina 

on the Good Samaritan and Mother 

M. Theresia, who served in Näfels. It 

was a time for us to be together. 

The sisters in the community in 

Haniska, whom Mother M. Theresia 

had visited twice in person, invited 

the people from the parish to pray 

the Rosary and introduced them to 

the spirituality of our foundress. 

A project week took place at our 

nursing school ‘Maria Theresia 

Scherer’ in Ružomberok. All lessons 

and activities were related to the life, 

works and ideas of Blessed Mother 

M. Theresia. On 16 June, the 

students organised a day dedicated 
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to Blessed M. Theresia Scherer, 

patron saint of the school, for the 

entire school and staff.  

During their ongoing formation, the 

sisters had a ‘conversation with 

Mother M. Theresia’. This resulted in 

an interesting exchange about the 

spiritual richness of their own hearts. 

They wrote personal letters to 

Mother M. Theresia, which the 

provincial superior placed on her 

grave during the jubilee pilgrimage 

to Ingenbohl. 

Sr. Dorota Nechajová 

e) Province India Central 

During the Bicentenary Jubilee 

Celebration of our blessed Mother, 

the communities came together 

area-wise, uniting their hearts in 

prayer and thanksgiving. A special 

grace-filled moment was the placing 

of Mother Theresia’s portrait and 

relic in every community chapel to 

honor her presence and intercession 

in a spirit of deep love and 

reverence. 

The entire Jubilee year became a 

sacred time of gratitude, reflection, 

and renewal. A beautiful Jubilee 

prayer was prayed together daily in 

the communities. This has inspired 

us to embody her spirit. Retreats 

and recollections on the spirituality 

of Mother Theresia led us to 

rediscover her virtues of simplicity, 

kindness, humility, and her total 

surrender to God’s will. 

We released a documentary on the 

life and spirituality of Mother 

Theresia on 16 June 2025. A moving 

skit in Hindi, was also shared among 
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our communities and institutions, 

spreading the spirit of our mother 

more widely. Inspired by her 

compassionate love, our sisters 

walked extra miles to reach out to 

the poor.  

Truly, the Jubilee year was a great 

blessing - a sacred journey of 

recommitment to our charism. 

Strengthened by Mother Theresia’s 

example and intercession, we move 

forward with courage. 

f) Province India North East 

With hearts full of joy and gratitude, 
the 200th Birth Anniversary of our 
Foundress, Bl. Mother Maria 
Theresia Scherer, was celebrated in 
all our communities together with the 
parishioners. This bicentenary is a 
moment of grace, reflecting on the 

vision and heritage of a woman 
whose spirit continues to inspire.  

October 31, 2024, marked the 

opening ceremony of the jubilee, 

continued by Charism retreats for all 

the sisters during the year. Each 

community planted a sapling in her 

memorial, symbolizing growth 

rooted in faith.  

From January 1, 2025, a special 
novena was prayed daily for the 
intentions of the Congregation. 
Monthly recollections, guided by the 
General Administration, deepened 
our spiritual journey. The inspiring 
biography “A Case of Commitment” 
was read in all communities, 
culminating in a Province-level quiz 
competition.  

A beautiful grotto with her statue  
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now graces the Provincial House, 

offering a place of prayer and 

reflection. The third quarter Province 

Newsletter was dedicated to our 

Foundress. The grand Province-

level celebration was 31 October 

2025 with the Archbishop of Patna 

as the main celebrant for the 

Eucharist, followed by a cultural 

program honouring the life and 

legacy of Bl. Mother Maria Theresia 

Scherer. 

 

g) Province India South 

We had a beautiful celebration in our 

“Nafels” with the poor of our 

localities.  All the communities found 

their own “Nafels” and had different 

celebrations with the poor. Some 

communities selected “A Sunny 

Child” from their own Mission area, 

who are economically poor. The 

communities will support her for 

higher education by meeting her 

expenses. This way, we bring joy to 

11 sunny girl children.  

We had five regional gatherings. 

The programs included a prayer 

service, the enactment of important 

events from her life, quiz 

competitions in schools etc.  Coming 

together for the celebration of our 

Mother’s birthday strengthened our 

bond of togetherness and gave us a 

quick overview of her life and 

spirituality. As a memorial, a tree is 

  

 

planted, collecting mud from Mother 

House and from all the communities 

of the province. 

The celebrations remind us that a 

jubilee is not merely a 

commemoration of the past but a 

renewed mandate to respond to the 

challenges of our time. Indeed, the 

Bicentennial Jubilee of our beloved 

Mother reignited our spirit to live the 

original spirit and charism more 

effectively by responding to the 

needs of the time in our present 

context. 
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h) Province Europa Mitte  

On St. Francis Day, 4 October 2025, 

the Holy Cross Sisters celebrated 

the 200th birthday of their founder, 

Mother Maria Theresia Scherer. 

Cathedral Vicar and Religious 

Advisor Adi Trawöger celebrated 

Mass at the hospital in Wels with 120 

sisters from all regions of the 

province (Styria, Tyrol, Bavaria, 

Hungary, Slovenia, Lower Austria 

and Upper Austria), the 

management and staff of the 

hospital and the ‘Bruderliebe’ 

nursing home.  

In her sermon, Sr. Maria Esther 

Ganhör focused on key aspects of 

Mother M. Theresia's life: her 

longing for God and the tenderness 

with which she treated the people of 

her time. "Our founder focused on 

sharing and togetherness. In the 

lives of people like her and St. 

Francis, whose feast day we also 

celebrate today, we find the 

tenderness with which God 

encounters us. It is about being a 

source of relief for oneself and for 

those who are weary, and sharing 

with tenderness." 

The service and ceremony were 

accompanied by music from Sr. 

Margret Scheurecker on the organ 

and Katrin and Maria Felbermayr on 

the flute and guitar. 

Sr. Petra Car, Provincial Superior, 

appreciated the work of the many 

sisters and leaders who continue the 

work today in the spirit of the 

charism of the Holy Cross Sisters. 

The first sisters, who had been 

serving others in  Switzerland with
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Father Theodosius since 1856, 

came to Wels in 1860. The province 

of Upper Austria was founded in 

1865, 160 years ago. A double 

anniversary in Upper Austria! 

Mother M. Theresia remains a role 

model for us with her life and 

continues to touch us with her 

legacy of loyalty, flexibility and 

tenderness. 

‘Discover the grain of gold that is 

hidden in every person’ was her 

response in every encounter and in 

challenging situations.  

Sr. Petra Car, Provincial Superior, 

Europa Mitte, Wels 

i) Province Mid India  

The closing celebration of the birth 

anniversary of our beloved Mother 

Maria Theresia Scherer, was held 

across the Mid-India Province with 

deep reverence and heartfelt  

 

Joy. The celebrations took place at 

the regional level, with each region 

marking the occasion in a spirit of 

gratitude and unity. 

Three communities gathered at the 

Provincial House to honour the 

inspiring legacy of our Foundress. 

The active participation of the pre-

candidates and candidates added 

colour, vibrancy, and youthful 

enthusiasm, making the celebration 

truly memorable. 

We celebrated a solemn Eucharist 

offering praise to God for the 

precious gift of Mother Maria 

Theresia to the Church in Europe 

and our Congregation. In his homily, 

the celebrant beautifully reflected on 

her deep trust in Divine Providence, 

her daring spirit, unwavering 

courage, and compassionate 

service to the poor and the suffering. 

A cultural program and a video 

presentation brought to life the key 

moments in Mother’s life journey 

and missionary zeal. The 

performances were inviting 

everyone to live her spirit of humility, 

faith, and dedication. The 

celebration rekindled in every heart 

a renewed commitment to live the 

charism of our Foundress to serve 

with simplicity, love, courage, and 

faithfulness.
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j) Province India East  

The yearlong celebration of the 

Bicentennial Jubilee of Blessed 

Mother Maria Theresia Scherer, was 

a grand and spiritually uplifting event 

that united sisters, students, staff, 

and parishioners.  

In most of our schools, the 

celebration began with the unfurling 

of the flag of Mother Maria Theresia 

Scherer, symbolizing her enduring 

inspiration and presence among the 

community. Alongside, a specially 

designed flex with some of her 

memorable sayings was displayed 

providing a vivid and meaningful 

tribute that set the tone for the 

festivities. 

As part of the jubilee spirit, songs 

dedicated to Mother Maria Theresia  

Scherer were integrated into the 

school assembly enabling students 

to connect with her spirit daily and 

embody her virtues of faith, hope, 

and loving service. Along with 

various competitions, dance drama 

performances artistically depicted 

the key moments of her life. 

PowerPoint presentations and 

videos chronicled the life and work 

of Blessed Mother Maria Theresia 

Scherer, providing historical context, 

devotional insights, and testimonies 

of her enduring influence.  

Dedicated prayer services, 

novenas, and thanksgiving prayers 

were conducted throughout the year, 

focusing on her intercessory Power. 

The Bicentennial Jubilee celebration 

was a profound occasion of 

gratitude and renewal with lasting 

impact.  
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k) Vicariate Brazil 

 

For our community of Holy Cross 

Sisters, 8 June 2025 was a 

memorable and beautiful day of 

anniversary celebrations, together 

with the people of Governador 

Mangabeira, Brazil. The presence of 

Sr. Marie-Marthe Schönenberger, 

the Superior General, and Sr. 

Gabriele Schachinger, the Assistant 

General,  during the visitation in the 

Vicariate was especially wonderful. 

The theme of the celebration was: 

‘In the anniversary year of Mother M. 

Theresia Scherer, let us rekindle the 

gift of the Holy Spirit within us.’ 

In his sermon, Bishop Dom Antônio 
emphasised the importance of the 
sisters' presence in the city, their 
commitment over more than 53 
years and their cooperation in 
diocesan committees. He spoke of 

the courage of the first sisters who 
travelled by ship to an unknown 
country. 

After the solemn Mass, adoration, 

praise and various performances 

related to the life of Mother M. 

Theresia took place in the sports 

hall. 

It was a day of praise and 

thanksgiving, with many encounters 

and much joy. Once again, we 

experienced the generosity and 

good cooperation of the parish 

community. 

l) Vicariate Uganda 

The Vicariate Uganda pays heartfelt 
tribute to our beloved Mother, 
Blessed Maria Theresia Scherer, on 
the occasion of her  200th birth 
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anniversary. Her life is a beacon of 

faith, courage, and service, 

continuing to inspire the sisters, 

formees, and the people they serve. 

Communities across Uganda 

marked this milestone with vibrant 

spiritual and communal 

celebrations. Each began with a 

solemn Mass and novenas, followed 

by monthly adoration on the 16th, 

honoring her heroic life and witness. 

Weekly spiritual readings from ‘The 

Case of Commitment’ deepened the 

sisters' understanding of her 

spirituality, while quarterly quizzes 

kept her story alive in hearts and 

minds. Daily prayers and 

recollections renewed the sisters’ 

commitment to their charism. Junior 

sisters received special formation 

classes led by Sr. Pratima. The 

reflective life of our Bl. Mother was 

shared through media platforms and 

publications. These initiatives have 

rekindled love for the Crucified Lord 

and strengthened the spirit of 

Blessed Maria Theresia Scherer 

among us. Although we closed the 

jubilee celebration on October 31st, 

2025, we carry the spirit of this 

jubilee in our hearts. Inspired by her 

humble service and unwavering 

trust in Divine Providence, we 

continue to walk in her footsteps. 
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Homily by Bishop Joseph Maria Bonnemain 
in the Ingenbohl Convent Church 

Josef Bonnemain, the diocesan Bishop of Chur, knows Mother M. Theresia well. And he knows 
her sisters even better! In the course of his work, he has met the Ingenbohl sisters time and 
again. So it was a joy and an honour for him and for us that he presided over the festive service 
on the 200th birthday of Mother M. Theresia. He left his sermon for the Theodosia. 

Dear sisters and daughters of 

Blessed Mother M. Theresia 

Scherer, fellow brothers, pilgrims, 

guests, sisters and brothers 

When I received the invitation to 

celebrate this very special and 

memorable birthday Mass, I did not 

hesitate for a moment. It is a deep 

joy for me to be here and to 

celebrate the Eucharist at the tomb 

of the Blessed with the entire 

community of Ingenbohl and many 

admirers of Mother M. Theresia. The 

Sisters of Ingenbohl have 

accompanied and supported me 

throughout a long period of my life. 

When I began my service in the 

Bishop's Ordinariate in Chur in 

1981, a considerable number of 

sisters were still working there, and 

this continued for several years. 

When, four years later – in 1985 – I 

also took up my work as a chaplain 

at the Limmattal Hospital in 

Schlieren, I found the Ingenbohl 

sisters there too. They managed and 

looked after the Theodosianum, the 

nursing school, and worked as 

nurses in all wards of the hospital. In  

 

both places, I was able to 

experience their quiet, sensitive, 

witty and refined support – I could 

tell many anecdotes – which I have 

not forgotten even today. 

The inspiration and charisma that 

Mother M. Theresia received 200 

years ago have shaped the lives and 

character of the sisters to this day. 

This influence is lived out in the 

present and adapts to the needs and 

ways of thinking of each era. Seen in 
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this light, this influence remains 

relevant and enriches the entire 

Church. It is about love and care for 

the suffering, the poor and the 

disadvantaged in society. This is 

how the foundation, the history of 

the Sisters of Mercy of the Holy 

Cross in Chur, began and gradually 

spread to many countries. The 

deepest motivation for this service is 

not limited to social commitment, but 

springs from love for God and 

therefore love for people, especially 

those who receive the least love. It 

is therefore very fitting that the 

reading from 1 Corinthians (chapter 

13) for today's solemnity is the hymn 

to love. Our love for God is only 

genuine if it finds expression in love 

for our neighbour. The adventure of 

Christian life consists in always 

seeking God, finding him, 

encountering him and loving him. 

There is no other way to achieve this 

than to seek out people, to find them 

exactly where they are, to encounter 

them holistically – Mother Theresia 

was truly a champion in this – and to 

love them through acts of service. 

We are all familiar with the words of 

the Blessed: ‘It is a matter of 

discovering the grain of gold that is 

hidden in every person.’ Even today, 

she invites us to go on a journey of 

discovery. Little by little, we will 

realise that not only a grain of gold is 

hidden in every person, but a 

precious treasure that needs to be 

brought to light. This birth requires 

perseverance, patience, sensitivity 

and versatility. The educational 

institutions that the Ingenbohl 

Sisters gradually established exhibit 

these characteristics. It is not only 

about professional and technical 

skills, but also about promoting the 

whole person : 

‘Far-sighted’! it is also about 

promoting the arts, culture, creativity 

and spirituality. How much these 

educational institutions of the 

Ingenbohl Sisters have contributed 

to the advancement of women and 

their position and role in society over 

the last 200 years! 

Just a few days ago, the Pope 

addressed students from all the 

Pontifical Universities in Rome and 

spoke of this ‘far-sightedness of 

education’. He reflected on the 

healing of the bent woman in the 

Gospel of Luke and said, among 

other things: ‘The state of ignorance, 

which is often associated with 

closed-mindedness and a lack of 

spiritual and intellectual 

restlessness, resembles the 

condition of this woman: she is 

completely bent over, withdrawn into 

herself, and therefore unable to see 

beyond herself. When a person is 

unable to look beyond oneself, one's 
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own experiences, ideas and 

convictions, one's own plans, one 

remains trapped, one remains a 

slave, unable to form one's own 

judgement. As with the bent woman 

in the Gospel, there is always the 

danger that we will remain prisoners 

of a gaze directed toward ourselves’ 

(Homily of Pope Leo on Monday, 27 

October 2025). 

Dear sisters and brothers, I am 

convinced that our Blessed would 

like to encourage us all today to 

attain this ‘far-sightedness’ of which 

the Pope spoke, which is only 

possible through holistic education, 

upbringing and care. She was very 

bold and dared to be ahead of her 

time. Today, she would certainly 

encourage us to make positive use 

of new educational opportunities, 

achievements and advances in  

healthcare, new educational 

perspectives opened up by digital 

and virtual media, and even artificial 

intelligence for the promotion of 

humanity and faith. 

Beloved in the Lord, such examples 

of blessedness and holiness inspire 

us to have a preference for the poor, 

the hungry, the thirsty, the 

persecuted, the imprisoned, the 

discriminated and the sick, so that 

they may walk upright through life 

and history in recognition of their 

sacred dignity. Let us be instruments 

of this saving hope! May Blessed 

Mother M. Theresia be an 

intercessor for us all in these 

concerns. 

Convent Ingenbohl, 31 October 

2025 

Joseph Maria Bonnemain 

Bishop of Chur 
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Mother Maria Theresia, When I Think of You 
The sisters reflect on Mother M. Theresia  

Continuation 

‘Discover the grain of Gold’ 

In Devala one of our communities of 

South province, l have come across 

with gold panning. It is a very dreary 

and hope filled work.  The labourers 

dig deep the earth to take out 

stones, hard mud for the purpose. 

These stones and mud are 

powdered and panned to trace out 

the gold grains. What a joy for the 

labourer to discover that there are 

sediments of gold in his pan. 

Blessed Mother Maria Theresia had  

 

said, “Discover the grain of gold in 

every person”. It indicates her keen 

interest and trust in the people for 

the possibility of good outcome. She 

could envisage the inherent 

potential for growth of those whom 

she encountered. This optimism in 

her elated an Italian gardener from 

his dipsomania. Happily returning 

home sober and responsible to 

support the family in their dire need 

for financial assistance and care. 

She nurtured a deep trust in the 

transforming power and love of God. 

Often I wondered, how on earth a 

Mother General with a fast 

developing congregation, can invest 

quantity and quality time with 

definite purpose and grace for 

others. Can we forget she taking 

tuition for the visual impaired child, 

serving the neighbourhood children 

on feast days, taking a night duty for 

a timid one, to care for the wounded 

soldiers a rare ministry of those 

days, to deal with high-ranking 

officials and empresses, to be loyal 

and noble in clearing the debts, to 

write on the other side of the request 

letters “Granted”. Wow! She not only 
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discovered grains of gold but even 

discovered the hole in a shoe of her 

sister. What a way to touch people. 

No wonder “all could have their eyes 

on her” and we read about her; 

whenever some situation demanded 

a person of more than usual skill in 

human relationship and courage, the 

genial Capuchin’s thoughts usually 

settled on Sr. Maria Theresia. That’s 

why people could record “one of the 

reasons for the success of the Holy 

Cross Sisters was the fact that, she 

had the “golden hand” in choosing 

the right sisters for the right tasks. 

Winning style of management. Her 

special trait. 

When vocations were abundant, she 

took personal interest to convince 

the father of a future candidate, even 

by milking his cow. What a 

marvellous way to discover and 

invite the girls to help them respond 

to God. 

Dr. Carl Hilty, dived into the depth of 

her personal treasures and 

discovered not only the grains of 

gold; but the gold mine, she herself. 

He acknowledges her 

resourcefulness; “Of all the women 

we have ever seen, Mother Theresia 

was the most capable of assuming 

leadership. She was able to take all 

the difficulties of life and her 

vocation calmly. Finally, her total 

detachment from all personal 

egoism was the secret of her 

influence upon others”. What a way 

to summarize the personality of our 

Bl. Mother M. Theresia Scherer. She 

let us continue to discover the gold 

mine that she is. I am sure, it is her 

invitation to us today to further this 

discovery in every human being, in 

the eco system, in the cosmos, 

especially as we honour her 

inception here on earth in this the 

bicentenary.  

Sr. Lincy Cherian, South Province 

In the stillness of my heart with 

Mother M. Theresia 

Sometimes, when I stand at the 

bedside of a young patient and take 

the child's hand in mine, I think 

quietly of Mother M. Theresia 

Scherer. Her presence is not visible, 

but it is as if she were always there 

– in every compassionate glance, in 

every moment of silence when the 

child is struggling, in every tender 

touch and every prayer I say quietly 

as I work. 

As a nurse, I encounter a lot of 

suffering in my everyday life at the 

hospital, but also the immense 

power of life. In such a reality, it is 

easy to lose sight of a deeper 

meaning if we do not have a firm 

foothold. For me, Mother M. 
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Theresia is that foothold. Her simple 

but strong belief – that even the 

smallest act of charity is a sacred 

service – reminds me every day that 

I am here not only for the sake of my 

profession, but also for the gift of the 

mission. 

She did not seek lofty words or 

recognition. With her quiet 

perseverance and unshakeable 

trust in God's will, she became a 

bridge between God's mercy and 

human suffering. I often ask myself: 

how would she view our hospital 

corridors today, with all their hustle 

and bustle, technology and 

exhaustion? I believe she would find 

Christ, both in this fatigue and in 

every little smile we give to the sick, 

and in the quiet struggle to remain 

human and close. 

Her life teaches me that holiness 

does not strive for perfection, but for 

fidelity in the little things of everyday 

life. In the morning, when I put on my 

white dress, it is not just a work 

uniform. It is a reminder that I am 

called to be an outstretched hand of 

God's tenderness – just as Mother 

M. Theresia was. 

And when I gently place my hand on 
the forehead of the sick child, I know 
I am not alone. She is with me. And 
through my life, she continues to  

serve. 

Sr. Anđela Sudar, Province Croatia 

Share a piece of heaven with 
others  

In this Bicentennial Jubilee year, I 
reflected on our special privilege to 
be the daughters of our beloved 
Mother Maria Theresia. Some of my 
experiences with the elderly sisters 
in the Mother House are very 
touching, as they embody the values 
of Mother Maria Theresia in their 
words and actions. 

An insight that has significantly 
influenced my attitude is a thought a 
sister shared with me: “We are on 
the path to completion, to heaven. In 
everything I do to beautify and 
improve this path, I experience a 
piece of heaven and move closer to 
my goal. Even when I bring joy to 
others or help them, I and others 
also experience a piece of heaven 
on earth if I do not seek myself and 
my honor. In this way, work becomes 
a joy rather than a burden.” This is a 
true witness of the love of Christ. 
These kinds of noble expressions 
are awakening, inspiring, and 
inviting us to a different perspective. 
Such encounters give me a feeling 
that Mother Maria Theresia is 
among us.  
Let us “Simply go the way of the 
Lord, seeking nothing 
extraordinary.”  

Sr. Sheeja Kolacherril 
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Solemnity of the Exaltation of the Cross Celebrated 
Together 
Sr. Benedicta-Maria Kramer, Hegne Convent 

In Hegne, not only was the 200th birthday of Mother M. Theresia celebrated, but also the 130th 

birth anniversary of the Province of Baden-Württemberg. It was a joyful celebration with the 

Ulrika Circle of Friends, the Lyra Music Association and the Hegne Fanfare Band. The following 

lines report on the event. 

A special celebration 

‘Let's celebrate together!’ In our 

jubilee year 2025, our titular feast of 

the Exaltation of the Cross was held 

under the motto ‘Together!’ The idea 

of celebrating a common feast 

together with the Ulrika-Friends 

Circle in Unterstadion already 

started last year. The bus pilgrimage 

from Unterstadion has been taking 

place not only since 1987, but since 

the beginning of the beatification 

process and the exhumation of Sr. 

Ulrika's remains in 1952! This is 

important to the people of 

Unterstadion, and I don't think it can 

be taken for granted. 

 
Together in the church 

The ‘Ulrika Bus Pilgrimage’ from the 

parish of Unterstadion to Hegne has 

been a tradition on the last Sunday 

of the school holidays since the 

beatification of Sr. Ulrika in 1987. 

For 25 years, pilgrims have been 

travelling by bicycle from 

Unterstadion and the surrounding 

area on the Saturday before the 

pilgrimage. Since the opening of the 

Ulrika Way, around 20 altar servers 

from Unterstadion have been 

coming to the convent on the Friday 

before the pilgrimage to help 

organise the Sunday Mass. 

This traditional pilgrimage coincided 

with our province's 130th 

anniversary and our Feast of the 

Exaltation of the Cross. It quickly 

became clear that the Unterstadion 

music association ‘Lyra’ would also 

schedule its outing for this weekend 

and play a morning pint for us after 

the joint church service. To make it 

a celebration together with the 

village of Hegne, the Hegne fanfare 
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band agreed to take care of the 

catering. 

Dr. Peter Kohl, representative of the 

religious order and cathedral canon 

from Freiburg, was invited to be the 

main celebrant for the Mass, thus 

honouring the connection with the 

diocese. We were delighted by all 

these confirmations and were 

surprised by how many guests and 

pilgrims from near and far had come 

for our celebration. The music 

group, led by Klaus Fiederer, and 

the convent choir, with Roland Uhl 

as church musician, provided the 

music for the solemn Mass. 

Together with Dr. Peter Kohl, the 

parish priest of Unterstadion, 

Michael Klug, and the deacon, Prof. 

Dr. Florin Kluger, celebrated the 

Mass. In his touching homily, Dr. 

Kohl explained the mystery of the 

cross and resurrection to life in a 

very personal and vivid way. The 

basis for this were the two images 

‘The Crucified One’ on the Isenheim 

Altarpiece by Matthias Grünewald 

and ‘The Risen Christ’ on the 

famous cross of San Damiano. They 

express that suffering and death do 

not have the last word. The cross 

and Easter belong together like two 

sides of a coin. 

At the end of the Mass, Sr. Susanne 

Bader, our Provincial Superior,  

 

Together at morning pint 

thanked everyone who had helped 

to organise and celebrate the event, 

and invited them to a morning pint in 

the former stables of the convent. 

Members of the fanfare band were 

already waiting there, offering 

delicious grilled sausages, steaks 

and chips. Of course, beer was also 

a must at a get-together like this. 

With the rousing sounds of brass 

band music, good conversation, 

pleasant encounters and exchanges 

– including the appealing, hopeful 

sermon – waiting in line at the 

sausage stand was not boring. We 

heard the statement over and over 

again: ‘This is really a wonderful 

celebration!’ Yes, it was a 

celebration for all the senses that 

expressed more than words could 

ever say: we belong together, and 

being together brings joy!
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70 Years of Mission in Taiwan 
Sr. Gabriele Schachinger, Assistant General, Ingenbohl 

In 1926, some of our sisters were sent to Manchuria to support the missionaries of the Swiss 

Missionary Society Bethlehem, primarily in nursing and women's education. In 1953, foreign 

missionaries were expelled from China. Our sisters initially returned to Ingenbohl. The 

Bethlehem missionaries resumed their activities in 1953 in the south-east of the island of 

Taiwan, in the state of Taitung. Our sisters soon followed them. The date of their arrival on 5 

May 1955 is considered the founding date of the Vicariate of Taiwan. 

 

The Jubilee  

On 1 November 2025, All Saints' 
Day, our sisters celebrated 70 years 
of mission in Taiwan. We extend our 
heartfelt congratulations and wish 
them God's blessings for the future. 
Sr. Gabriele Schachinger, Assistant 
General, participated in this special 
jubilee on behalf of the General 
Leadership. 

Father Theodosius once said: ‘God 
leads us to different places to work 
for His glory and for the good of the 
people.’ This was also the case on 5 
May 1955, when the first four sisters 
from Switzerland arrived in Taiwan, 
in the district of Taitung, at the 

 

request of the priests from 
Immensee, with whom they had 
already worked on the mainland. For 
70 years, the sisters have been 
working for the good of the people in 
a wide variety of areas: care for the 
elderly, care for children and the 
disabled, catechesis, pastoral care 
in parishes and prisons. 
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Bishop Philipe Huang Chau-Ming, 

who presided over the festive 

service, appreciated the work and 

witness of the sisters who left 

everything behind to serve God and 

the people. 

A colourful cultural programme was 

offered to the approximately 600 

participants, including a recognition 

of employees with many years of 

service.  

The celebration of course, was also 

connected to the 200th birth 

anniversary of Mother M. Theresia 

Scherer, our foundress, who  

strengthened the bond with the 

motherhouse - far beyond the 

celebration itself. 
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Sacred Places 
The convent church in Gemünden 

Sr. Hildburg Baumgartner, Gemünden, Europa Mitte Province 

The history of the Province of Bavaria immerses us in a part of the Institute's history that is not 

familiar to everyone. Our community never lived in a fantasy world, but in the midst of political 

and social challenges. In the following pages, we experience the path of the cross and 

resurrection of the sisters of the Province of Bavaria, leading to their beautiful church, which is 

dedicated to the ‘glorious and victorious cross’. 

Pre-history of Bohemia 

The Province of Bavaria has an 

eventful pre-history. Its roots go 

back to the Bohemian Province, 

founded in 1860, whose 

development began with the 

takeover of the cloth factory in 

Oberleutensdorf. After this project 

failed, the sisters ventured a new 

beginning in Eger in 1868. The 

following years saw a very positive  

 

development. In 1939, the province 

had 955 sisters who worked in 72 

institutions (branches) in the fields of 

teaching and upbringing, and caring 

for the sick, poor and orphans.  After 

Hitler's troops marched into the 

German-populated border region of 

the Czechoslovak Republic 

(Sudetenland), a government 

decree dissolved all denominational 

schools and homes in February 

1939. The sisters had to leave all 

schools, kindergartens and 

orphanages within a short period of 

time. Some of the sisters who were 

thus left unemployed went on to 

work as typists in hospitals, while 

others took on new roles at the 

request of the population in 

neighbouring Bavaria. 

The Province Bavaria 

In 1947, 129 sisters were already 

working mainly in the eastern border 

region of Bavaria. Sr. Alexandrina 

Brömse, the former Provincial 

Superior of Bohemia, , was given 
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responsibility for these sisters. She 

ensured that the Province of Bavaria 

could be founded in 1947. As groups 

of sisters continued to arrive in 

Bavaria from Bohemia between 

1945 and 1950 and the number of 

new recruits also increased, it 

became necessary to establish a 

centre for the new province. This 

became all the more urgent when, in 

1950, the Czech government 

confiscated the provincial house in 

Eger and ordered the sisters to 

leave within three days. 

Gemünden, Provincial House and 

Convent Church 

The search for a suitable building 

site proved difficult. After many 

fruitless efforts, a suitably large plot 

of land was finally acquired in 

Gemünden near the Main River. The 

provincial leadership commissioned 

Hans Beckers, a government 

architect from Regensburg, to plan 

and construct the entire building 

complex. Construction work on the 

provincial house began in 1956, and 

it was ready for occupancy in 1958. 

In a second construction phase, the 

convent church was built as the 

spiritual centre of the entire 

complex. Government architect 

Hans Beckers presented two 

designs to the provincial leadership: 

the first was a square building, the 

second an oval building with a flat 

dome supported by concrete pillars 

on the outer walls. The provincial 

leadership opted for the second, 

more elaborate variant, as the 

church, as the centre of the entire 

complex, was to stand out clearly 

from the other buildings with its oval 

shape. On 28 October 1957, 

excavation of the foundation pit for 

the monastery church began. 

Fourteen months later, the 

ceremonial inauguration took place.  

Design and Symbolism 

Anyone turning into the driveway 

leading to the convent on the 

western edge of Gemünden today 

cannot fail to notice the unusual 

shape of the church building on the 

left-hand side. Upon entering the 

church, one is immediately struck by 

the unity of the space. The oval 

shape conveys the feeling of being 

welcomed into the space, embraced 

by it and sheltered within it. This 

feeling is reinforced by elements that 

further emphasise the oval shape: 

• Twenty-four decorative columns 
inside the church (which have no 
supporting function) unite the 
altar area and the area for church 
visitors into a single unit and 
emphasise the oval basic 
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structure. The hanging lamps 

installed between the decorative 

columns reinforce this 

impression. 

• There are no windows in the 

lower part of the church, which 

further emphasises the basic 

architectural structure of the 

space. 

• The arrangement of small, 
colourful windows in the upper 
part of the side walls causes 
daylight to create a pearlescent 
shimmer on the opposite walls, 
which also emphasises the oval 
shape. When the lights are on in 
the church in the evening, the 
band of windows inside the 
church appears in a deep blue 
tone, while from the outside it 
looks like a colourful, shiny band.  

• Originally, the tabernacle placed 
on the altar also had an oval  
shape (a miniature image of the     
church). This was later changed. 

 

The monumental cross designed by 
South Tyrolean sculptor Siegfried 
Moroder, which hangs above the 
altar, is particularly impressive. It 
depicts Christ on the cross not as the 
suffering man of sorrows, but 
symbolises the self-sacrificing love, 
death and resurrection of Jesus. 
Christ, who redeemed the entire 
cosmos on the cross, stands on a 
dark blue disc, the ‘ball’ of the earth, 
as the place of salvation. From here, 
the figure of Christ rises up, 
connecting heaven and earth, as it 
were.  Christ does not wear a crown 
of thorns. The dark-toned 
crossbeam is broken above the 
head, suggesting a halo. This refers 
to the king and victor. The 
outstretched arms express Christ's 
devotion and can also be interpreted 
as a gesture of embrace. His hands 
and feet are not nailed to the cross; 
the crossbeams are open at their 
ends, as is the lower vertical beam. 
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The light shining through these 

openings lightens the cross in some 

way. The head is tilted slightly 

forward, the face radiating a deep 

calm. The words ‘It is finished’ 

spontaneously come to mind. The 

Saviour's side wound, highlighted in 

colour, reveals his compassionate 

heart, consumed by love for us. The 

artist gave the cross he created, the 

title: «Gloriosissima et 

victoriosissima crux», (the most 

glorious and victorious cross). In 

doing so, he drew on what lies at the 

heart of the spirituality of the Holy 

Cross Sisters: looking at the 

crucified Christ, internalising his 

death and resurrection, and drawing 

strength from this to hear God's call 

in the manifold needs of the present 

and to stand up for the 

disadvantaged, as our founders 

exemplified. 

The marble altar table beneath the 

cross is impressive in its size and 

imposing form. It points to the 

outstanding significance of the 

Eucharistic event, to the devotion of 

the Son of God unto death on the 

Cross. 

The originally oval-shaped 

tabernacle was replaced by a new 

one after the Second Vatican 

Council in connection with the 

liturgical reform. Its front depicts the 

heavenly city of God with 12 gates, 

in the centre of which is a white lamb 

on a blue background. The lamb 

symbolises Christ. He did not come 

as a ruler, but submitted to the will of 

his Father and gave his life on the 

cross. The white colour of the lamb 

indicates its innocence, the blue the 

supernatural, the divine. 
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The stele supporting the tabernacle 

features lines suggesting the waves 

of flowing water, symbolising the 

grace emanating from the 

tabernacle. The central message of 

the cross is thus emphasised and 

reinforced by the artistic 

representation of the tabernacle. 

 

There are no statues of saints in the 

monastery church, except for a 

Baroque Madonna in a side niche, a 

17th-century depiction of the 

Assumption of Mary into Heaven. At 

first glance, one might think that this 

Baroque statue does not fit into the 

modern church interior. However, as 

it is placed in a niche and is not 

immediately visible when entering 

the church, it does not interfere with 

the overall impression of the room. 

Only when one approaches the altar 

area, it is possible to see the statue 

clearly. For the sisters who were 

expelled from Bohemia, it was and 

remains a precious memento of their 

lost homeland. The statue was 

initially located at the Palitz estate 

near Eger, which the Province of 

Bohemia had purchased in 1916. 

After the estate was confiscated by 

the communists in 1949, it was 

brought to the provincial house in 

Eger. When the sisters also had to 

leave the provincial house in 1950 

and made their way to Bavaria, they 

took the statue of Mary with them. It 

remained their companion, so to 

speak, until a new beginning was 

possible in Gemünden. Therefore, it 

was to be given a worthy place in the 

new provincial house church. 

Initially, a harmonium was used to 

provide musical accompaniment for 

church services. It was not until 

1968 that the financial situation 

allowed for the purchase of an 

organ. It was built by master organ 

builder Zeilhuber from 

Altstätten/Allgäu and installed in the 

middle section of the gallery. This 

area was originally glazed, could be 

heated separately and was used by 

elderly and sick sisters. Today, the 

organ with two manuals, 19 stops 

and 1497 pipes can be heard here.  
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It accompanies the liturgical events 

and thus deepens the community of 

those attending the Mass. 

For us sisters, the church dedicated 

to the ‘glorious and victorious cross’ 

is a place of strength, whose 

symbolism constantly reminds us of 

our mission and thus helps to keep 

our Charism alive in us: 

‘The mystery of the Cross and 

Resurrection shapes our way of life 

as Sisters of Mercy of the Holy 

Cross. From the power of this 

mystery, we seek to follow Christ.’ 
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You will be My Witnesses (Acts 1:8) 
Witness of our time - Sr. Angelica Kaufmann,  
A Missionary from Croatia in India, born in 1911, died in 1988 

Appreciation by Sr. Neeta Alva, Province India South 

Reminiscences on many levels 

Some lives shine so brightly that 

their light does not fade with time. 

Even after their earthly journey 

ends, they continue to inspire, to 

guide, and to remain alive in the 

hearts of those they touched. Sr. 

Angelica Kaufmann was one such 

soul. Through her deep faith, 

simplicity, and boundless love, she 

left a deep imprint on our 

congregation and on all who crossed 

her path. To the poor, she was a 

friend, to the children, a mother, to 

the youth, a guide, and to us, a living 

example of religious life. 

If I am in Holy Cross today, I can say 
it is because of Sr. Angelica 
Kaufmann. In 1969, for the first time 
in the history of our home parish, the 
parish priest took four girls to Trasi 
to receive first-hand information 
about religious life. On arrival, we 
met Sr. Angelica, the first European 
Sister we had ever met. Her 
simplicity, poverty, and down-to-
earth charm under the full moonlight 
instantly touched us. I heard an 
inner voice say, “This is the place for 
you.”  

When we returned home, two of us 

(Sr. Sujata D ’Sa and I) responded 

without hesitation to the Lord’s call. 

Within a few months, we returned to 

Trasi to join. The welcome we 

received, especially from Sr. 

Angelica, was beyond words. She 

was more than a mother to us, her 

embrace imprinted a bond that drew 

us into religious life. 

When the sisters first arrived in 

Trasi, they lived in a thatched-roof 

house, added to a neighbor’s house. 

Sr. Angelica embraced the simple 

life wholeheartedly. She carried 

children, comforted crying babies, 

and never showed irritation. She 

won people’s hearts by learning a 

few words of the local language and 

joining prayers during Mass, even 

reading the English script. 

Her life was a testimony of 
discipline, hard work, and tender 
care. When we returned from 
Hazaribag to continue our studies, 
she instilled in us the value of prayer 
and manual work- “Ora et Labora.” 
Her honesty and precision were  
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remarkable. I recall one incident 
when she found her monthly 
account short of 50 paisa(coin). She 
made us search for two days, until 
she herself found it, her patience 
and persistence remain etched in 
my memory. 

Her respect for the Church and its 

leaders was immense. She valued 

the guidance of Fr. Michael 

Noronha, who welcomed the Holy 

Cross Sisters to Trasi. Despite the 

distance of 5 km from the church, Sr. 

Angelica never missed the Holy 

Eucharist. Many times, she cycled to 

attend reconciliation or to discuss 

matters of mission. 

Sr. Angelica envisioned a future for 

the Trasi mission with possibilities 

for medical, educational, and social 

ministries. With utmost care, she 

treated patients and made home 

visits, even at long distances. Her 

greatest achievement was saving 

Alban D’Silva (Sr. Genevieve’s 

brother) from an umbilical cord 

infection requiring surgery. The 

news of his survival spread quickly, 

and people saw her as a replica of 

divinity. She continued her mission 

with the same spirit in Neermarga as 

well.  

 

Looking back, I realize that Sr. 

Angelica’s presence was not only a 

blessing for Trasi, but also for each 

of us who had the privilege of 

knowing her. Her life was a 

testimony of service, humility, and 

unwavering faith. She shaped our 

journeys with quiet strength and 

gentle love, and her vision continues 

to guide the mission she began. 

Though she is no longer physically 

among us, her legacy lives on, in the 

communities she served, in the 

sisters she inspired, and in every 

heart she touched.
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A Woman's Prayer 

Prayer based on Proverbs 31:10-31 by Bettina Krüger 

Lord, make me a woman according 
to your own heart, 

To a woman who is trustworthy, 
who can be relied upon,  
who keeps her word.  

To a woman who does not shy 
away from hard work, who finishes 
what she starts and does not half-
heartedly do things. 

To a woman who, instead of 
nagging and complaining, thinks 
positively, 
who looks forward to the coming 
day and is not entangled in worries. 

To a woman whose heart is full of 
love, who treats the people around 
her with love. 

To a woman who gets the most out 
of every day, who doesn't waste 
time on unnecessary things. 

To a woman who does not overlook 
the weak and the outsiders,  
who helps those in need.  

To a woman who does not gossip 
about others, but chooses her 
words carefully, who speaks gently 
and encourages instead of putting 
others down. 

To a woman whose goal is not 
external beauty, but who strives for 
inner beauty. 

To a woman who puts herself 
second, who can serve others with 
joy. 

To a woman who forgives, who 
forgives from the heart  
and not just out of a sense of duty. 

To a woman who does not judge,  
who strives to discover the real 
person behind the façade. 

Lord, make me a woman who  
loves you more than anything else. 

Who follows you uncompromisingly 
and shares your love. 

Who prays and seeks fellowship 
with you, 

Who does not want to please 
people, but above all you. 

Who shine from within – for you. 

I'll never manage it on my own - 
therefore I pray to you: 
Make me a woman according to 
your own heart! 
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Information from the General Leadership 
Conferences in Ingenbohl 

Excerpt from the report by Sr. Marie-Marthe Schönenberger 

The Provincial Treasurers' Conference and the Provincial Superiors' Conference, with all the 

provincial and vicariate superiors and the USA house, took place during the jubilee year and 

were blessed with special grace. All participants experienced their time at the mother house as 

something precious. 

The conference of superiors and 
their treasurers took place during the 
week from 26 to 30 August. Under 
the leadership of General Treasurer 
Sr. Mirjam Jerković and Kurt 
Zwahlen, the topics of reporting, the 
Charismatic Plan and its 
implementation, and fundraising 
were discussed. The theme 
safeguarding (guidelines against 
abuse and mistreatment) was the 
focus on 30 August. Sr. Grazia 
Vittigni from the Province Italy was 
prepared to convey the topic 
competently with the help of a 
PowerPoint presentation.   

In the second week, the treasurers 
visited some important places of our 
Congregation: Meggen, Einsiedeln, 
Hegne and Ranft, where Brother 
Klaus von Flüe, our patron saint of 
peace and the nation, lived in the 
15th century. The sisters also had 
the opportunity to get to know each 
other better and to exchange views 
on their work. 

In the second week, from 1 to 5 
September, the superiors of the 
provinces, vicariates and the USA 
house met to exchange ideas and 
continue working on topics that had   
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already been addressed at the 

Provincial Superiors' Congress. The 

topics discussed were:  the structure 

of the congregation, constitutions, 

the SCSC network against human 

trafficking, Theodosia, networking, 

organ and whole body donation, and 

various other information. Franz-

Josef Wagner accompanied us as 

moderator during this week. 

The thanksgiving service, which we 

were able to celebrate via livestream 

on 31 August throughout the 

congregation, united us as ONE 

family, one large community. The 

international nature added a very 

special touch to the Holy Mass. For 

the conference participants, 

practising the multilingual songs in 

advance was a cheerful yet serious 

way to get in the spirit for the 

celebration. 

General information 

In 2026, we will celebrate the 140th 

anniversary of our publication 

Theodosia. To mark this milestone, 

Theodosia will feature a new layout 

in A4 format with approximately 23 

pages, while the cover design will 

stay the same.  

Our annual directory of sisters 
includes a table at the end listing the 
names of sisters who have passed  

away during the year. Therefore, we 

will no longer publish the list in the 

first issue of Theodosia, as we have 

done in the past. 

Regular information 

From 3 to 9 January 2026, Sr. 
Rahela Lacković will visit the Czech 
Province.  

From 17 to 29 January 2026, Sr. 
Gabriele will visit the Vicariate  of 
Brazil and participate in the 
Vicariate's annual gathering. 

From 22 to 25 March 2026, Sr. 
Marie-Marthe Schönenberger will 
participate in the German-speaking 
regional group meeting of the UISG 
in Linz. 

General Visitations  

Province Baden Württemberg 

From January 25 to February 9, 

2026, the General Visitation will take 

place in the Province of Baden-

Württemberg.  

Province Switzerland 

From February 23 to March 14, 

2026, the General Visitation will take 

place in the Province of Switzerland. 

The visitations in Baden-
Württemberg and Switzerland will be 
conducted by all the members of the 
General team. 
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Province Czech Republic 

From April 8 to May 2, 2026, the 

General Visitation will take place in 

the Province of the Czech Republic. 

Sr. Marie-Marthe Schönenberger, 

Sr. Pratima Minj and Sr. Rahela 

Lacković will conduct the Visitation.  

May God's Spirit support all those 

involved in the encounters, 

discussions and consultations 

during the weeks of the visitation. 

Appointment of the Vicariate 

Leadership of Brazil on 

16.09.2025  

The General Leadership has 

appointed the Vicariate Leadership 

of the Vicariate Brazil for a term of 

three years:  

Vicariate Superior: Sr. Rosângela 
Maria Santana da Silva (1st term)  

Vicariate Assistant: Sr. Ana Helena   
Santana do Vale  

Councillors:  

Sr. Ledineia Pereira dos Santos  

Sr. Alcenia Barreto da Paz  

Start of office: 25.01.2026 

We wish the newly appointed 
Vicariate Superior and the newly 
appointed and reappointed 
councillors much strength and God's 
blessing. We sincerely thank Sr. 
Cláudia Regina dos Santos, the 

outgoing Vicariate Superior for her 
dedicated service for the good of 
fellow sisters, and the Vicariate. We 
wish her God’s blessings, and all the 
best in her future ministry. 

Appointment of the Provincial 

Leadership of Slovakia on 

14.10.2025 

The General Leadership has 

appointed the Provincial Leadership 

of the Province Slovakia for a term 

of three years:  

Provincial Superior: Sr. Mária 

Terézia Dobrovičová (2nd term)  

Provincial Assistant: Sr. Tatiana 

                                  Repková 

Councillors:  

Sr. Marianna Petro-Venceľová 

Sr. Monika Forgáčová 

Sr. Jaroslava Kotuľáková 

Start of office: 15.02.2026 

We wish the newly appointed 

Provincial Superior and the newly 

appointed and reappointed 

councillors much strength and God's 

blessing. We sincerely thank the 

outgoing Provincial Councilor Sr. 

Jozefina Jedličková for her 

dedicated service for the good of 

fellow sisters, and the province. We 

wish her God’s blessings, and all the 

best in her future ministry. 
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