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Report on the activities 

of the Foundation Maria Theresa Scherer, Ingenbohl 

Year 2020   
 
The Foundation Maria Theresa Scherer Ingenbohl was established on March 7, 2013. It is its 
headquarters in Ingenbohl. In accordance with the way of life of the Sisters of Mercy of the 
Holy Cross, Ingenbohl - Brunnen, it aims at promoting, supporting and granting non-profit 
humanitarian aid, including emergency relief in ecclesial and secular tasks, nationally and 
internationally. The foundation may grant such aid also to third parties as well as to the 
Institute of the Sisters of Mercy of the Holy Cross.   

Relief of all sorts of human need was and remains the special task of the Institute of the 
Sisters of Mercy of the Holy Cross. This requires us to be open for the needs of the times.  
Fr. Theodosius Florentini, our founder, said, "I shall not rest as long as there is a poor child in 
the world."   

The highest authority of the Foundation is the Foundation Council. It is made up of eight 
members who operate on an honorary basis.  In 2020, the Foundation Council met for two 
sessions. The Foundation Council discussed applications which were in excess of more than 
Swiss Fr. 5000.   

The Executive Board is nominated by the Foundation Council, it consists of four members 
and carries out current transactions. In 2020, the Executive Board in six sessions based on 
its statutes granted amounts for support of up to 5000 – Sfrs.  We had to organize some of 
these meetings online due to the Covid-19 pandemic. All applications were previously 
examined through personal or written contacts with the applicants. Members of the Executive 
Board are assigned definite areas (provinces, vicariates, countries) to deal with. Applications 
beyond the competence of the Executive Board were presented to the Foundation Council.   

The most important tasks of the Executive Board are the screening of, and dealing with 
applications, as well as the statements of accounts from the part of the applicants. These, 
moreover, stand in personal or written contact with the donors. The graph shows the survey 
on the allocation of the donations in the year 2020.   

  

           Donations and Legacies 

 

 Donations in general     Legacies and bequests    earmarked donations 

47  % 

8 %  

45  % 

Total: 1'381'906. -  CHF  
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In the year 2020, 67 applications were dealt with and out of which 65 were granted; Asia: 30, 
Africa: 14, Latin America: 7, Eastern Europe: 8, Western Europe: 3, natural disasters: 5.    
The graph next to this shows a survey.  

Support for Third Parties 

 

 
 

 



   As examples of help with sustainability, we now describe

 
1. Missionary Sisters of the Very Holy Sacrament, Beit

clothing and medicine for poor and

 

    
The number of orphans, abandoned children 

and elderly people is increasing due to the 

financial crisis in Lebanon. The orphanages 

and schools run by the sisters provide loving 

care and good education for children

 

 

2. Sisters of Mercy of the Holy Cross, Namugongo, Kampa
obstertrics clinic in Kikyusa, Kampala, Uganda. 

 
More than 30 years, the previous outpatient clinic

 
 Better medical care is an investment for the future. The dangerous motorcycle transports to 

a remote hospital should be stopped. Repeatedly, accidents occur with fatal consequences 

for pregnant women. The situation is all the more painful when some mothers cannot affo

the trip to the hospital. This leads the way to "miracle healers", with their u

methods, as the only hope. The consequences are often pathetic. Untrained personnel often 

assist at births, who in the event of any complications, abandon 

devises.   

  In 2018, construction of the one
site of the previous outpatient clinic. Unfortunately, there were unforeseen problems and 
delays at the very start, due to the high groundwater level, which resulted in additional costs. 
This year, the shell of the building was completed. 

sustainability, we now describe eight applications from 

Missionary Sisters of the Very Holy Sacrament, Beit-Hebbak, Jbeil, Lebanon:
and orphan girls and abandoned children. (Nr. 2_EA_AS_2020) 

For several years, the Foundation Maria Theresa 

Scherer Ingenbohl has been supporting the 

orphanages and schools with about 1,500 children in 

school and boarding school run by the Miss

Sisters. This financial aid also supports projects 

through which poor and orphaned girls and 

abandoned children are provided with food, clothing 

and medicine, and refugee families in the surrounding 

rural villages are supported.   

orphans, abandoned children 

and elderly people is increasing due to the 

The orphanages 

and schools run by the sisters provide loving 

care and good education for children.  

Sisters of Mercy of the Holy Cross, Namugongo, Kampala, Uganda: Construction of 
in Kikyusa, Kampala, Uganda. (Nr. 8_SK_UG_2020) 

previous outpatient clinic (health center) was the only functioning
health facility for a catchment 
25,000 inhabitants. The very poor facilities 
especially for obstetrics, the distress of the 
women, the dangers on the way to the 
nearest hospital, the lack of transpo
for women in labor, encouraged and 
motivated the sisters to do everything 
possible to plan and build a small hospital
with a maternity ward in this poverty 
stricken area. Due to the rapidly growing 
population, the number of pregnant women 
is also increasing.  

Better medical care is an investment for the future. The dangerous motorcycle transports to 

remote hospital should be stopped. Repeatedly, accidents occur with fatal consequences 

for pregnant women. The situation is all the more painful when some mothers cannot affo

leads the way to "miracle healers", with their u

methods, as the only hope. The consequences are often pathetic. Untrained personnel often 

assist at births, who in the event of any complications, abandon the women to their own 

In 2018, construction of the one-story hospital (Holy Cross Maternity Hospital) began at the 
site of the previous outpatient clinic. Unfortunately, there were unforeseen problems and 
delays at the very start, due to the high groundwater level, which resulted in additional costs. 

uilding was completed. Interior work is progressing slowly due to 
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eight applications from 2020:  

Hebbak, Jbeil, Lebanon: Food, 
(Nr. 2_EA_AS_2020)  

For several years, the Foundation Maria Theresa 

Scherer Ingenbohl has been supporting the 

orphanages and schools with about 1,500 children in 

school and boarding school run by the Missionary 

Sisters. This financial aid also supports projects 

through which poor and orphaned girls and 

abandoned children are provided with food, clothing 

and medicine, and refugee families in the surrounding 

Construction of       

was the only functioning 
health facility for a catchment of about 

The very poor facilities 
the distress of the 

the dangers on the way to the 
nearest hospital, the lack of transportation 

encouraged and 
motivated the sisters to do everything 

small hospital 
with a maternity ward in this poverty 

Due to the rapidly growing 
population, the number of pregnant women 

Better medical care is an investment for the future. The dangerous motorcycle transports to 

remote hospital should be stopped. Repeatedly, accidents occur with fatal consequences 

for pregnant women. The situation is all the more painful when some mothers cannot afford 

leads the way to "miracle healers", with their unimaginable 

methods, as the only hope. The consequences are often pathetic. Untrained personnel often 

the women to their own 

Cross Maternity Hospital) began at the 
site of the previous outpatient clinic. Unfortunately, there were unforeseen problems and 
delays at the very start, due to the high groundwater level, which resulted in additional costs. 

Interior work is progressing slowly due to 



the Corona pandemic, and the extensive lockdowns in Uganda
electrical and sanitary installations, the kitchen, operating room, maternity wards and baby 
rooms with the associated functional rooms and technology.
first floor will be built later. There is a major problem with the procurement of materials

 Since September 2020, construction work has 

been possible again. For this, the 

provide accommodation for the workers at the 

site. New regulations from the side of the 

government are constant obstacles that lead to 

additional costs. Despite these delays due to 

problems in the early months, and the special 

situation of the year 2021, it should be possible 

that these new rooms will provide a competent 

obstetrics facility, with the greatest possible 

aftercare for women and children

continue to hope for generous financial support for its completion and furnishin

3.  Special school for mentally handicapped
India:  Furniture for the special school

                                                             

considered as being cursed. The number is rather high. The children mostly live in families 
without any support.  

 

Since 2010, the brothers have been tracking this need. 

In 2016, with donations, a small school building with 

four classes and two toilets could be completed. 

Currently, 67 learners - children and adolescents 

nine teachers and two caregivers are in the s

is run as a full-time school. In the morning, the children 

are brought by school bus, and they are taken back 

home in the evening. Lunch and afternoon refreshment 

are part of the care.   

Facilities have been lacking: suitable furniture for the 
classrooms, for the dining room and dormitory, and 
also for the staff room. The requirements in terms of 
seating and desks are very different because of the 
various impairments. For the teachers and helpers, it is a matter of caring and qualified 
support, rehabilitation and personality development of these young people. The brothers 
hope for financial support for their special school for young people with impairments, and its 
various other needs.  

the Corona pandemic, and the extensive lockdowns in Uganda Priority is now being given to 
electrical and sanitary installations, the kitchen, operating room, maternity wards and baby 

ith the associated functional rooms and technology. The bedroom section on the 
first floor will be built later. There is a major problem with the procurement of materials

Since September 2020, construction work has 

For this, the sisters had to 

provide accommodation for the workers at the 

New regulations from the side of the 

government are constant obstacles that lead to 

Despite these delays due to 

problems in the early months, and the special 

he year 2021, it should be possible 

that these new rooms will provide a competent 

obstetrics facility, with the greatest possible 

aftercare for women and children. The sisters 

continue to hope for generous financial support for its completion and furnishing.  

Special school for mentally handicapped, Ulaganathapuram, Paramkudi, 
Furniture for the special school (Nr. 9_SK_AS_2020) 

                                                                                          
Arulchandru Special School is an institution of 
the 'Brothers of the Sacred Heart of Jesus', a 
local religious community of brothers founded 
in 1903. The school is located in P
in the civil district of Ramnathapuram in 
Tamilnadu.                                                                               

Until a few years ago, children with mental or 
physical disabilities were still kept hidden in 
this area, sometimes even considered as 
being cursed. Until a few years ago, children 
with mental or physical disabilities were still 
kept hidden in this area, sometimes even 

. The number is rather high. The children mostly live in families 

Since 2010, the brothers have been tracking this need. 

In 2016, with donations, a small school building with 

four classes and two toilets could be completed. 

children and adolescents -, 

nine teachers and two caregivers are in the school. It 

time school. In the morning, the children 

are brought by school bus, and they are taken back 

home in the evening. Lunch and afternoon refreshment 

Facilities have been lacking: suitable furniture for the 
assrooms, for the dining room and dormitory, and 

also for the staff room. The requirements in terms of 
seating and desks are very different because of the 
various impairments. For the teachers and helpers, it is a matter of caring and qualified 

habilitation and personality development of these young people. The brothers 
hope for financial support for their special school for young people with impairments, and its 
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Priority is now being given to 
electrical and sanitary installations, the kitchen, operating room, maternity wards and baby 

The bedroom section on the 
first floor will be built later. There is a major problem with the procurement of materials.   

g.   

Ulaganathapuram, Paramkudi, Telangana, 

                                                                                
Arulchandru Special School is an institution of 
the 'Brothers of the Sacred Heart of Jesus', a 
local religious community of brothers founded 

The school is located in Paramakudi 
in the civil district of Ramnathapuram in 

                                                                               

Until a few years ago, children with mental or 
physical disabilities were still kept hidden in 

s even considered as 
Until a few years ago, children 

with mental or physical disabilities were still 
kept hidden in this area, sometimes even 

. The number is rather high. The children mostly live in families 

various impairments. For the teachers and helpers, it is a matter of caring and qualified 
habilitation and personality development of these young people. The brothers 

hope for financial support for their special school for young people with impairments, and its 
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4.  Patna Jesuit Society, St. Xavier’s School, Patna, Bihar, India: Establishment of a 

genetic nursery to promote biodiversity (Nr. 29_EA_AS_2020)  

                                 

The global need to preserve biodiversity is 

one of the focal points of Pope Francis' 

encyclical "Laudate si" of 2015.   

23 years ago, Fr. Robert Athickal SJ, with 

the help of students, founded the 

"Tarumitra" (Friends of Trees) - an 

organization to protect the environment. A 

bio-reserve was created, a genetic 

nursery to have rare trees and plants in order to regenerate them and thereby multiply them.   

Fr. Robert Athickal SJ is a pioneer of Eco-spirituality and an inspiration to many, especially 

students and young people all over India and abroad. His motto is "Care for Mother Earth, 

for our common home."  The Holy Cross Sisters of Patna and Hazaribag have been 

partners in this program from the beginning.  

Fr. Robert Athickal S.J. was assigned to set up a similar 

project in Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh, the largest state in 

India.  When he and his team arrived in Allahabad, the 

Corona Pandemic broke out. Since they were not allowed 

to leave the Jesuit campus, with the support of the local 

Jesuits, they began to establish a bio-reserve in the large 

Jesuit compound. The seeds of some very rare trees were 

cultivated and already thousands of seedlings are growing 

in the polybags.    

 To lead this young nursery into the future, it needs infrastructure and staff. The Genetic 
Nursery needs at least two full-time employees. Working tools and materials are urgently 
needed - e.g. polybags, specially prepared soil and organic fertilizer.    

5. Association Kamerungo, Bern: a medical health center for Bekoko, Cameroon (Nr. 

35_EA_AF_2020)  

 
This is intended to sustainably improve the poor 
health condition in Bekoko and the entire region. The 
village of Bekoko has no health facilities. Although 
the hospital in Douala is only about 50 km away, the 
journey there is very complicated and costly. There 
are no ambulances. Many people take the trouble of 
going only when it is already too late. People with 
limited transport and also children, have therefore 
mostly no access to medical care.  

 The health center is of great importance. Besides access to primary and basic medical care 
in critical situations or minor accidents, people should receive professional information on 
family issues, preventive care and health counselling - also for early diagnosis of diseases. 
Tuberculosis, malaria and HIV are widespread.  Our services for young people are equally 
important: Free consultations, subject to confidentiality, on topics such as sexuality, 
contraception and prevention of HIV and other diseases.    



 The desperate health situation in the region is thus to support the reduction of new infections 
through effective action and make a significant and sustainable 
living conditions.    

6.   Caritas Switzerland, Lucerne:

one-kilometre radius, and local hospitals were also damaged. The city and its inhabitants 
were in danger of sinking into chaos

 The people in Lebanon were already struggling with severe economic crisis in their country 
every day, which has worsened due to the corona

 The injured and homeless women, men and children would now need immediate help. 
Immediately after the explosion, the Caritas Switzerland, together with its partner the Caritas 
Lebanon, started to distribute food, water and medicines. They also
materials to those affected so that the corona virus would not get out of control under these 
circumstances.   

  In this catastrophic situation, Caritas Switzerland is in urgent need of support to provide 
immediate humanitarian aid to the

7.   Association Parasolka, Reiden:
accompaniment of people under care

 The training is conducted onli
pandemic. It is all the more important that the volunteers get to know other concepts and 
attitudes in working with people with mentally retarded. The association Parasolka want
continue with the program as progress is noted year after year

 The goals are: Further training of the staff in accompanying the children and young people in 
their everyday activities. Some of these are bedridden, their correct positioning, whether in 
bed, while eating, washing, showering, dressing, etc., i.e. very practical instructions, as well 
as imparting knowledge about nutrition and nutritional value etc., maintenance, repair and 
adjustment of wheelchairs and other equipment

 Workshops in weaving and painting are
a voluntary basis and "sacrifice" their vacations and other free time

The desperate health situation in the region is thus to support the reduction of new infections 
through effective action and make a significant and sustainable contribution to improve their 

: Emergency aid after explosion in Beirut (Nr. 41_JK_KF 2020)

On August 4, shortly before six 
o'clock local time, a heavy 
explosion shook the port of Beirut. 
Several deaths were confirmed, 
several hundred people were 
missing, and several thousand 
were injured.   

The explosion in the port of Beirut 
left a trail of devastation. Hardly a 
stone was left unturned within a 

radius, and local hospitals were also damaged. The city and its inhabitants 
were in danger of sinking into chaos.   

The people in Lebanon were already struggling with severe economic crisis in their country 
every day, which has worsened due to the corona pandemic.  

The injured and homeless women, men and children would now need immediate help. 
Immediately after the explosion, the Caritas Switzerland, together with its partner the Caritas 
Lebanon, started to distribute food, water and medicines. They also brought hygienic 
materials to those affected so that the corona virus would not get out of control under these 

In this catastrophic situation, Caritas Switzerland is in urgent need of support to provide 
immediate humanitarian aid to the traumatized people in Beirut.   

Parasolka, Reiden: Training and further training of the personnel a
accompaniment of people under care in Vilshanyin of Ukraine (Nr. 42_LZ_OE_2020) 

The staff employed at the house for 

differently challenged in Vilshany,

Ukraine, are untrained or insufficiently 

trained for their daily work. The 

knowledge required to be good staff is 

still at a very low level. There are 

hardly any suitable training places in 

Ukraine.   

The training is conducted online through the zoom program because of the covid
pandemic. It is all the more important that the volunteers get to know other concepts and 
attitudes in working with people with mentally retarded. The association Parasolka want

as progress is noted year after year.   

The goals are: Further training of the staff in accompanying the children and young people in 
their everyday activities. Some of these are bedridden, their correct positioning, whether in 

washing, showering, dressing, etc., i.e. very practical instructions, as well 
as imparting knowledge about nutrition and nutritional value etc., maintenance, repair and 
adjustment of wheelchairs and other equipment.   

Workshops in weaving and painting are also held. The workshop organizers do the work on 
a voluntary basis and "sacrifice" their vacations and other free time.  
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The desperate health situation in the region is thus to support the reduction of new infections 
contribution to improve their 

(Nr. 41_JK_KF 2020) 

On August 4, shortly before six 
o'clock local time, a heavy 
explosion shook the port of Beirut. 

deaths were confirmed, 
several hundred people were 
missing, and several thousand 

The explosion in the port of Beirut 
left a trail of devastation. Hardly a 
stone was left unturned within a 

radius, and local hospitals were also damaged. The city and its inhabitants 

The people in Lebanon were already struggling with severe economic crisis in their country 

The injured and homeless women, men and children would now need immediate help. 
Immediately after the explosion, the Caritas Switzerland, together with its partner the Caritas 

brought hygienic 
materials to those affected so that the corona virus would not get out of control under these 

In this catastrophic situation, Caritas Switzerland is in urgent need of support to provide 

further training of the personnel and 
 

The staff employed at the house for 

challenged in Vilshany, 

or insufficiently 

trained for their daily work. The 

knowledge required to be good staff is 

still at a very low level. There are 

hardly any suitable training places in 

ne through the zoom program because of the covid-19 
pandemic. It is all the more important that the volunteers get to know other concepts and 
attitudes in working with people with mentally retarded. The association Parasolka wants to 

The goals are: Further training of the staff in accompanying the children and young people in 
their everyday activities. Some of these are bedridden, their correct positioning, whether in 

washing, showering, dressing, etc., i.e. very practical instructions, as well 
as imparting knowledge about nutrition and nutritional value etc., maintenance, repair and 

also held. The workshop organizers do the work on 



8.   In 2020, the Maria Theresa Scherer Ingenbohl Foundation received several requests f

financial help to fight the Covid 19 pande

Brazil: 

      The Association of Hope and Life
emergency project - COVID-19 

     The mission of the Associaçao Esperança e Vida (Association of 
promote the recovery of human dignity by working with families, especially through the 
development of actions with children, youth and women living in situations of social 
vulnerability and extreme poverty

This specific project 
section of the society in the context of the Corona pandemic. 
Actually, it is about the survival of 100 families during three 
months. These families live in desolate and vulnerable so
called "quarters" and hovels

With the help of donations, 
food, products for personal 
hygiene and cleaning

procured and made available. At the same time, the current 
hardship of illness, hunger and unemployment must be taken 
into account through psychological and social 
They cannot hope for any support from the state

 The sisters of this NGO in Brazil hope for the help of many 
people.    

 The project will serve for 3 months 100 families, who are living in a situation of total social 
vulnerability. These families will
assistance for COVID-19 for a period of three months

        The foundation works in a goal-oriented and transparent manner and demands accountability 
for the donated funds used.    
In 2020, the foundation's activities were hampered by Covid
were able to help several people affected by Covid
possible because of our loyal donors. We would like to express our heartfelt "Thanks" to 
them.     

 
At the end of our report we would like to express our joy that we have the possibility to alleviate 
suffering and give hope with financial support without administrative costs through our 
foundation.  

 

 

Brunnen, 15.04.2021  

 
 

President of the Foundation   

Sr. Marija Brizar      

 

 
  

a Scherer Ingenbohl Foundation received several requests f

ovid 19 pandemic. As an example we mention a request from 

The Association of Hope and Life, PROJETO THALLITA in Maceió, Brazil:
19 (Nr. 51_EA_LA_2020) 

The mission of the Associaçao Esperança e Vida (Association of hope and life) is to 
promote the recovery of human dignity by working with families, especially through the 
development of actions with children, youth and women living in situations of social 
vulnerability and extreme poverty.     

This specific project is about supporting the most vulnerable 
section of the society in the context of the Corona pandemic. 
Actually, it is about the survival of 100 families during three 
months. These families live in desolate and vulnerable so
called "quarters" and hovels.   

With the help of donations, 
food, products for personal 
hygiene and cleaning are 

procured and made available. At the same time, the current 
hardship of illness, hunger and unemployment must be taken 
into account through psychological and social counselling. 
They cannot hope for any support from the state.  

The sisters of this NGO in Brazil hope for the help of many 

The project will serve for 3 months 100 families, who are living in a situation of total social 
vulnerability. These families will be provided with a minimum of food and preventive 

19 for a period of three months.    

oriented and transparent manner and demands accountability 

tion's activities were hampered by Covid-19. However, we are glad that we 
were able to help several people affected by Covid-19 to the best of our abilities. This was 
possible because of our loyal donors. We would like to express our heartfelt "Thanks" to 

At the end of our report we would like to express our joy that we have the possibility to alleviate 
suffering and give hope with financial support without administrative costs through our 

  Member of the Foundation Council

  Sr. Jaroslava Kotulakova  
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a Scherer Ingenbohl Foundation received several requests for 

mic. As an example we mention a request from 

: Social 

hope and life) is to 
promote the recovery of human dignity by working with families, especially through the 
development of actions with children, youth and women living in situations of social 

is about supporting the most vulnerable 
section of the society in the context of the Corona pandemic. 
Actually, it is about the survival of 100 families during three 
months. These families live in desolate and vulnerable so-

The project will serve for 3 months 100 families, who are living in a situation of total social 
be provided with a minimum of food and preventive 

oriented and transparent manner and demands accountability 

19. However, we are glad that we 
19 to the best of our abilities. This was 

possible because of our loyal donors. We would like to express our heartfelt "Thanks" to all of 

At the end of our report we would like to express our joy that we have the possibility to alleviate 
suffering and give hope with financial support without administrative costs through our 

Council  


